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The Paymaster Mine

by Walt Margerum

Several years ago | visited the Paymaster Mine just west of
Midway Well in Imperial County. Although the mineralogy was interesting,
there was nothing unusual about the mineral assemblage.
At least not until | discovered some very small, less than 1 mm,
colorless hexagonal prisms. For several years | tentatively
classified them as pyromorphite, based on the fact that
the ores listed were galena, argentite (acanthite),
chlorargyrite, sphalerite, hemimorphite, and cerussite.
Those in bold were found by me on my two
expeditions to the mine. | recently gave several specimens of the
hexagonal mineral to Bob Housley for identification.
Much to my surprise he identified them as wiliemite, see photo.
This to my knowledge is the first report of this mineral
from Imperial County. It has been reported from Cerro Gordo
and two locations in San Bernardino County.
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